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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE SAN SALVADOR 4076 

SY CHANNEL 

FOR A/SY/FO 

EO 11652: NA 
TAGS: ASEC 
SUB J : SY VEHICLE 

REF: STATE 200839 

1 . THIS EMBASSY WAS NOT ACTION ADDRESSEE ON REFTEL, HOWEVER 
RSO WAS ADVISED OF CONTENTS BY AMEM PANAMA (RTC). 

2. RTC PANAMA FURTHER ADVISES THAT A RECENT MODEL, FULLY 
ARMORED CHEVROLET WILL BE AVAILABLE IN THE NEAR FUTURE. 

3. THE PRESENT COM VEHICLE IS UNSUITABLE FOR COMPLETE, 

ADEQUATE PROTECTION OF ITS OCCUPANTS. IT IS A 1975 PLYMOUTH 
FURY EQUIPPED WITH PARTIAL ALUMINUM ARMOR. THE SIDE WINDOWS 
OF THE CAR WOULD BE ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE TO ARMOR BECAUSE THEY 
ARE FRAMELESS WINDOWS. 

4. BECAUSE OF THE PAST EXAMPLE IN MAY OF THIS YEAR OF THE POST 
HAVING TO BORROW AN ARMORED CAR FROM U.S. EMBASSY GUATEMALA, 
THE MISSION BELIEVES IT WOULD BE A REASONABLE PRECAUTION 

TO UTILIZE A FULLY ARMORED VEHICLE AS THE COM VEHICLE. 
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5. POST REQUESTS FAVORABLE CONSIDERATION FOR USE OF 
CPQVROLET, CURRENTLY UNDERGOING RECONDITIONING AT RTC 
PANAMA. 
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